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Homecoming
tradition begins today

By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
The Scorpions Forever Homecoming kicks off today for the ﬁrst time in UTB/TSC history. A week of
events will be dedicated to engaging past and present
Scorpions in school spirit.
“Homecoming is to build relationships with our
faculty, staff and students, as well as our alum,”
Alumni Relations Director Marisa Campirano said.
“So, it’s a way to rally around UTB/TSC and also
use this as an opportunity to welcome those that
have come back to campus so they can see all the
great things that are going on now. It’s also an opportunity for students to join in and build our school
spirit and build some tradition.”
Sponsors for Homecoming events include Institutional Advancement, Alumni Relations, Student
Affairs, Campus Recreation, UTB/TSC’s schools
and colleges, the Hunter Room and the President’s
Ofﬁce.
“It’s really a joint effort of all the department participation here on campus coming together to take a
week to celebrate UTB/TSC and our Scorpion traditions,” Campirano said.
Elections for Homecoming King and Queen begin
today. Students can vote via My UTB/TSC Blackboard. The last day to vote is Friday. Candidates are
Gabriel Zorilla and Alexis Alfaro, representing the
Associate Degree Nursing Class of 2009-2011; Lucas Gomez and Lupita Capistran, Catholic Campus
Ministry; David Silva and Gabriela Gutierrez, Circle
K International; Christopher Scott and Carling Rootes, Residence Hall Association; and Jorge Muñoz
and Jennifer Lopez, Sigma Psi Delta.
The opening reception for the photo exhibit “Life
thru the Lens” will be at 6 p.m. today in the Student
Union’s Gran Salon. The exhibit will continue from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday.
Homecoming will continue Tuesday with the
Distinguished Lecture Series. George Friedman will
present a lecture on his book, “The Next 100 Years:
A Forecast for the 21st Century” at 7 p.m. in the
SET-B Lecture Hall.
Wednesday’s activities will have an athletic theme.
The dedication of the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center will be at 11 a.m., followed by the
Night of Champions, from 5 to 10 p.m., which will
include the “largest ﬁtness class ever” hosted by the
Health and Human Performance Department. There
will also be tournaments students can participate
in, such as racquetball, 3-on-3 basketball, a 3-point
shoot-out and a Pington tournament.
“We’ll be giving away mementos while they last
throughout the day,” Campus Recreation Director
Laurie Braden said.
The school-spirited activities will continue on
Thursday with a spirit parade, pep rally and picnic at
noon. The parade will begin outside the Arnulfo L.
Oliveira Memorial Library and make its way to Tandy Hall, proceed down the Paseo, go down Ringgold
Road, cross University Boulevard and make its way
to the REK Center ﬁeld for the men’s and women’s
soccer games.
“If your club wants to come out and be in the parade, we’re looking for spirit, we’re looking for creativity or maybe the club comes out and makes really
cool banners and noisemakers,” Martinez said.
Students are encouraged to bring their blankets
• See ‘Homecoming,’ Page 3
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Variety and antics hit the stage
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer

Award swapping, lively fans and a variety of talent took the stage of the Science and
Engineering Technology Building’s lecture hall Thursday evening for Multicultural
International Services’ seventh annual Noche de Estrellas.
Nestor Treviño won third place with his rendition of “In My Arms Instead” by
the Randy Rogers Band. Treviño sang and played the guitar to the country tune,
but ultimately gave his trophy and $50 to freshman business major Fei Cao.
“He told me he thinks I’m a real winner and a good singer,” Cao said. “I
really appreciate him.”
Cao sang “Juhuatai” by Jchou in an effort to share his Chinese culture
with UTB/TSC.
“I want to give you guys something new, something you never
heard before,” Cao said. “I just wanted to show the Chinese
culture.”
The evening progressed as hosts Frank Orozco and Graciela
Salazar, senior communication majors, provided humorous
dialogue, school spirit, and impromptu dance in between
the performances. Cynthia Medina also helped host
the event and casually interviewed students in the
audience. Their antics were also seen live by an
audience on MyUTB/TSC Blackboard.
Second-place winner David Gutierrez was
awarded $100 and got some laughs with
his offstage serenade of “Si Fuera Ella”
by Alejandro Sanz to a student in the
audience.
Gutierrez expressed his feelings
after his performance to Salazar.
“Se siente bien rico, bien rico,”
he said.
The $200 grand prize
was awarded to Yadira
Benavides, a senior
government
major,
for her performance
of Juan Gabriel’s
“Amor Eterno.”
“I
was
• See ‘Noche,’ Page 7
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN

Senior government major Yadira Benavides performs Juan Gabriel’s “Amor Eterno.” Benavides won ﬁrst place and the grand prize of $200.

Oliveira Library trims hours, prepares for renovation

LEWIS OSORIO/COLLEGIAN

Shelves on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library sit empty
on Tuesday. The library will undergo a $3.1 million renovation starting in
December.

By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
The Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library has implemented new
hours of operation to accommodate low student trafﬁc and will
undergo interior renovations to allow easier access to the services
still housed in the building.
The Oliveira Library no longer draws in crowds of students
as it once did because of the opening of the New Library on the
southeast end of campus. As a result, it will no longer be open on
the weekends, and instead of opening at 7:30 a.m. on weekdays

Viewpoint

Page 4

Sports

and closing at 11 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 5 p.m. on
Friday, it will now open at 7:45 a.m. weekdays and close at 7:20
p.m. Monday through Thursday and at 4:50 p.m. Friday.
“The reason we changed the hours is basically due to demand,”
said Raymundo Gonzalez, computer laboratories supervisor.
“There really isn’t much of a demand. Plus, we stayed open because
we do have scheduled classes in here and the last scheduled class
ends at 7 o’clock.”
Conversely, the Science and Engineering Technology Building
computer lab has seen a large number of students ﬂocking to its
facilities.
Omar Vela, a junior music education major and assistant at the
SET-B computer lab, said there is a larger number of students using
the lab this year.
“[About noon,] there have been a lot of people,” Vela said. “I
think we probably need more computer labs open. A lot of people
come in and they have to wait for other people to log off.”
For this reason, the SET-B lab will replace its old computers and
add new computers to accommodate more students.
“I know that the SET-B lab has become very busy since the
relocation of library,” Gonzalez said. “Probably within the next
couple of weeks or so, we should be fully operational with about
59 or 60 new computers and then we are expecting about another
15 new ones.”
The Oliveira Library was constructed as a one-story building in
• See ‘Library,’ Page 3
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Photo exhibit
The Student Union Office’s
“Life thru the Lens: A Black
and White Photo Exhibit” will
open with a reception at 6 p.m.
today in the Student Union’s
Gran Salon. The exhibit will be
on display from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
through Friday. Admission is
free. For more information, call
882-6776 or send an e-mail to
patricia.m.longoria@utb.edu
Study Skills workshops
Learning Enrichment will
present a Study Skills workshop
titled “Study Smart” from
1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday in the
Eidman I lecture hall. For more
information, call the Learning
Enrichment Office at 882-8292.
Racquetball tournament
Registration
for
the
Racquetball
Tournament

The Collegian

Briefs
will end Wednesday, and the
tournament will take place at 2
p.m. Friday at the REK Center
racquetball courts. There will
be men’s, women’s and co-ed
divisions. For more information
or to sign up, visit www.
campusrecreation.utb.edu or call
882-5970.
SGA meeting
The Student Government
Association meets at 5 p.m. each
Thursday in the Student Union’s
Salon Gardenia. Students may
offer suggestions, comments or
concerns about UTB/TSC during
the “Let Your Voice Be Heard”
portion of the meeting. For more
information, call SGA President
Ruby de la Fuente at 882-5877.
Haunted History Walking tour
The fifth annual Haunted
History Walking Tour with

UTB/TSC Professor James Mills
and City of Brownsville Heritage
Officer Joe Gavito takes place
Thursday evenings in October.
The tours are free for Brownsville
Historical Association members
and $10 each for non-members.
Refreshments are included in the
price of admission. A tour of Fort
Brown is scheduled at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday and of the Old City
Cemetery at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 22.
For more information, call 5415560.
GRE workshops
The
Graduate
Studies
Office, in collaboration with the
English, Communication and
Mathematics departments, will
offer a two-part workshop on
the quantitative section of the
Graduate Record Exam as
follows: from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday

and 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday in SETB 2.508. To reserve a space for
the quantitative workshop, e-mail
luis.sanchez@utb.edu.
Civic Engagement meeting
The Civic Engagement
Scholars Club, a community
service organization on campus,
meets at 4 p.m. every Friday in
the Cueto Building, located at
1301 E. Madison St. For more
information, call 882-4303.
Patron of the Arts
The
UTB/TSC
Bravo
Opera Company will present a
Concert Gala at 8 p.m. Saturday
and 3 p.m. Sunday in the SET-B
Lecture Hall. The company will
perform the music of Offenbach,
Massenet, Weber, Verdi and
Mozart. Tickets are $10 for
adults, $7 for senior citizens and

• See ‘Briefs,’ Page 10

Police Repor ts
Following are among
the incidents reported by
Campus Police between
Sept. 28 and Oct. 1.

At 10:30 a.m. Sept. 28, a staff
member reported that two other
employees damaged a stateowned telephone while playing
pranks on each other.
At 12:15 p.m. the same day,
a student reported that the sideview mirror of her Oldsmobile
Alero was removed while it was
parked in Lot W. The damage

was estimated at $15.
At 12:45 p.m. the same
day, a student had a seizure in
the Life and Health Sciences
Building. The student declined
to be transported by Emergency
Medical Services; instead, her
spouse arrived to take her home.
At 3:53 p.m. the same day, a
student found a faceplate on a
chair in the New Library.
At 8:30 a.m. Sept. 29, a
Physical Plant employee reported
that a shovel was taken from a
university utility vehicle.

At 10:06 a.m. the same day, a
Physical Plant employee reported
that a beverage cooler was taken
from the bed of a university
vehicle.
At 6:49 p.m. the same day, a
staff member turned in a dollar
that was found in the New
Library.
At 2:45 p.m. Sept. 30, a staff
member reported a golf cart was
taken from where he last parked
it.
At 3:20 p.m. the same day, a
Campus Police officer slipped

and fell off his bicycle while
on patrol. He suffered minor
injuries.
At 4:04 p.m. the same day, a
student reported that a paper fell
from a computer in Tandy Hall
and as he leaned over to pick it
up, he accidentally struck his
head with the chair next to him.
At 10:50 a.m. Oct. 1, a
student found a white, powdery
substance on the sidewalk of
19th and Jackson streets.
--Compiled
by
Cynthia
Hernandez
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SGA to award cash prizes at Halloween Havoc
By Jeanette Martinez
Staff Writer
The Student Government Association has
approved resolutions to support Halloween
Havoc and recognize Distinguished Lecture
Series guest speaker George Friedman with
a plaque.
Resolution 10, sponsored by College
of Liberal Arts Senator Sandra Esparza,
authorizes the senate to award $850 in cash
prizes for the Halloween Havoc event on
Oct. 30.
The money will be distributed as follows:
the Monster Mash first-, second- and thirdplace winners will receive $200, $100 and
$50; the pumpkin-carving contest winner,
$100; costume contest winner, $100, costume
contest registered organization winner, $200;
and Halloween Club Olympics winner,

Homecoming
Continued from Page 1

and enjoy the movie, “Transformers: Revenge
of the Fallen,” at 8 p.m. Friday on the Student
Union lawn.
Homecoming will continue Saturday with
Coffee with the President at 10 a.m. UTB/TSC
President Juliet V. García will be in the Free
Speech Area, which is located behind Gorgas
Hall and in front of the Old Morgue.
“That’s a meet-and-greet and it’ll probably
last about an hour,” Campirano said. “It’s open
to anyone who wants to come and meet the
president. She’ll say a few words.”
A tailgate party will be held in the green
space next to the REK Center parking lot at
Scorpions Forever Homecoming events
6 p.m. today: “Life thru the Lens: A Black and White
Photo Exhibit,” Student Union Gran Salon;
7 p.m. Tuesday: Distinguished Lecture Series: “The Next
100 Years: A Forecast for the 21st Century,” by George Friedman,
SET-B Lecture Hall;
11 a.m. Wednesday: REK Center dedication, with
center tours from 12:30 to 3 p.m;
6 p.m. Wednesday: Health and Human Performance
alumni mixer, REK Center;
Noon Thursday: Spirit Parade, Pep Rally and Picnic,
starts outside the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library;
1 p.m. Thursday: UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team game,

Library

Continued from Page 1

1966 for Texas Southmost College and was
originally named the Zachary Taylor Library.
The second floor was added in 1975 due to
a need for more space. Five years later, it
was renamed after former Texas Southmost
College President Arnulfo L. Oliveira, who
died in 1980. The last renovation, in 1992,
expanded the second floor and created the
entrance that faces Gorgas Hall. Nearly
17 years later, the building will undergo
a renovation to comply with its current
functions.

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Student Government Association members Luis Buentello (from left), Rosa Law and Joshua Law listen
Thursday to student concerns during the “Let Your Voice Be Heard” part of the meeting.

$100.
The SGA will award a plaque to
Distinguished Lecture Series speaker George

Friedman, as authorized by Resolution 11.
The resolution allotted for no more than
$60 to be used for the purchase of a plaque,

10:30 a.m., as well as a Stinging Salsa contest
for homemade hot and mild salsas. Students,
alumni, faculty and staff are welcome to attend the tailgate and enter the salsa contest.
A $15 entry fee will be charged to enter the
contest. The deadline to enter is noon Friday.
More information on the contest can be found
in www.utb.edu/campusrek.
“The tailgate is completely free, there’s no
cost to come in and set up,” Campirano said.
“You’re welcome to bring your grill or a picnic, so students, alumni, faculty and staff can
enjoy the event together.”
The tailgate and salsa contest lead up to the
UTB/TSC men’s and women’s soccer games
at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. on the REK Center field.
The Homecoming Court will be presented

during halftime of the women’s soccer game.
“This year, like traditional homecomings,
the announcement will be made at one of our
athletic events, which will be soccer,” Martinez said.
Alumni will reminisce during the Class of
1959, ’69, ’79, ’84, ’99 and Golden Scorpion
Reunions from 7- 9 p.m. in the Education and
Business Complex courtyard. Even students
from class of 1937 are expected to attend.
“We’ve gotten some confirmations from
people for the class of ’37, so we’re going to
have all kinds of people attend Homecoming
from our junior college days, to our UTB days,
so we’re real excited,” Campirano said. “We’re
going to have Scorpions everywhere.”
The evening will come to an end with a late-

night ghost/ historic walking tour of the campus. Admission is free, and the tour will begin
at the Oliveira Library.
“The Hunter Room is going to be doing a
special ghost tour on Saturday night to kind of
fall in line with Halloween,” Campirano said,
referring to the room in the library that holds
the university’s archives and special collections.
She said UTB/TSC is hoping to continue
the Homecoming tradition for years to come.
“The goal is to have a successful event and
start small,” Campirano said. “Year after year,
we’ll grow bigger and have bigger events and
also add more events, so a hundred years from
now it could be bigger than we ever imagined.”

REK Center field;
3 p.m. Thursday: UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team
game, REK Center field;
3 to 5 p.m. Friday: Homecoming Registration and
Merienda, Gorgas Hall boardroom;
5 to 7 p.m. Friday: Schools and Colleges Reception,
Education and Business Complex courtyard;
8 p.m. Friday: “Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen,”
Student Union lawn;
9:30 p.m. Friday: Young Alumni Mixer, Rumors
nightclub;
7 a.m. Saturday: STEMS 5K Run, Garza Gym Annex;
8 to 11 a.m. Saturday: Homecoming Registration,

Gorgas Hall boardroom;
8:30 a.m. Saturday: Scorpion Riders, Sunrise Mall;
9 a.m. to noon Saturday: campus tours;
10 a.m. Saturday, Coffee with the President, Free
Speech Area;
10:30 a.m. Saturday: Tailgate Party, green space next to
the REK Center;
10:30 a.m. Saturday: Stinging Salsa Cook-off, REK
Center;
11 a.m. Saturday, Student Leader Reception, Student
Union Gran Salon;
12:30 p.m. Saturday: Matraca Party and Parade to the
soccer games;

1 p.m. Saturday: Men’s soccer game and presentation
of Homecoming Court, REK Center field;
3 p.m. Saturday: Women’s soccer game;
7 to 9 p.m. Saturday: Golden Scorpions Reunions
(Classes of 1959, ’69, ’79, ’89 and ’99), Education and
Business Complex courtyard;
9:30 p.m. Saturday: Late-Night Ghost/Historic Walking
Tour of Campus, Oliveira Library;
3 p.m. Sunday: Bravo Opera Company Concert, SET-B
Lecture Hall.

have a choice to go to the special collections
portion of the library or the Learning Center,
which is what the space is being called, which
will have the support services from the IT
Department and [where] students [buy] their
… Microsoft products, and things like that,
and also the area of the open computer lab.”
In addition to the interior renovations,
Mendez said the parking lot nearest the
library, Lot B, will be upgraded.
In November 2008, the total project cost
for the Oliveira Library renovations was
adjusted from $2 million to $3.1 million,
Mendez confirmed, and approved by the
Texas Southmost College District board of

trustees. The increase was due to construction
escalation costs because the original estimate
was four years old and money was needed
for the decision to improve Lot B. The funds
are being provided by the $68 million bond
issue that was passed by TSC District voters
in November 2004.
The library will not be closed off to
students once the construction moves forward
in December. Students will be able to access
the second floor of the library to use the
computer lab, but Mendez said the entrance
to the library would possibly be through
the Lightner courtyard. The renovations are
expected to be completed in June 2010.

The Oliveira Library still houses multiple
services, the closed stacks, special collections
stacks, historical collections (John H. Hunter
Room), a computer lab, the Help Desk,
Information Technology Services-User
Support Services and the Learning Resource
Center. Some of these services are on the
second floor, and the proposed renovation
will move to the front of the library.
“We were looking at any public service
that Oliveira Library was doing, to bring
it to the forefront of the library to make it
more accessible to students,” said Veronica
Mendez, assistant vice president for Planning
and Construction. “As you walk in … you’ll

Faculty, Students, Staff!

$400 per month/$49 per day
Call 956-546-0381
www.uisroom.com

but Vice President of Accounting and Finance
Luis Buentello made a motion to amend the
resolution to allocate no more than $150.
The resolution, also sponsored by Esparza,
states that the plaque will be given to Friedman
by SGA President Ruby de la Fuente.
Friedman, author of “The Next 100 Years:
A Forecast for the 21st Century,” will address
UTB/TSC and high school students at 10 a.m.
Tuesday in the Jacob Brown Auditorium and
the general public at 7 p.m. the same day in
the SET-B Lecture Hall.
During the “Let Your Voice Be Heard”
section of the meeting, sophomore
communication major Susanna Zendejas
suggested that the SGA tape its meetings and
put them online for students to view.
“More than half the students don’t know
these meeting exist,” Zendejas said.

•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month
agreement
•All utilities paid
(cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus,
8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance
•Furnished, large rooms,
full-size beds
•Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
•Restaurants Nearby
•Internet Available
•Laundry Area

55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)

Retirement Income Specialist
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

(956) 542 - 1775

Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
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How do you feel
about Halloween
Extravaganza
being canceled?
“No,
pues
pienso que
es
una
muy mala
idea, ya
que yo
quería
v e n i r
con
mis
amigos
y
con todo mundo,
traer
a mis hermanas y a mi familia
aquí, pero pues ahora que lo
cancelaron, pues ya no voy a
poder. Entonces, si pienso que
es una muy mala idea de la
universidad. Pero pues si no
hay dinero, pues, no podemos
hacer nada”.
Eva Duran
Estudiante de comunicación
de tercer año
“I
think
it was a
bad idea
’cause it
was a lot
of fun.
Last year,
I came and
it was pretty
cool in the
haunted house and the food, it
was a lot of fun. I think it was a
bad idea.”
Giezi Martinez
Freshman
“I feel bad.
I was kind
of looking
forward
to it.”
Alexis
Barrera
Freshman
biology
major

Letters to the editor

Enough roads, already!
The Brownsville City Commission should
explore every path possible in order to obtain
the soon-to-be-abandoned eight-mile railroad
tracks in West Brownsville.
Get those eight miles, commissioners, and
then start planning for a hiking, biking and
walking trail.
Brownsville has enough roads. Some need
to be repaired. Traffic lights need better
coordination. Drivers should consider leaving
earlier on their drives, and also consider
carpooling.
“Big deal. What’s another road?” some say.
However, it is not needed; it will divide
West Brownsville from the rest of the city, and
also divide West Brownsville itself.
If the road comes, consider it another anti-

environmental, anti-health and exercise and
anti-community action on the part of assorted
planners and bureaucrats.
Commissioners, act now for the general
welfare of the city. Become an example
for Deep South Texas officials and citizens
of creative planning, not short-term and
destructive gain. Advocate fresh air and
tranquility, not polluting fumes and noise.
Stop the West Loop in its tracks--pun
intended!
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville
Turn those rails into trails
Carlos Rubinstein has been appointed a
commissioner on the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality. He knows Browns-

ville well, having been our city manager.
Perhaps he can help our city turn the West
Rail Relocation Project into a “Rails to Trails
Project,” thus stopping plans for the ugly and
divisive West Loop Toll Road Project, which
is nothing but a scheme to satisfy a handful
of people’s thirst for paving dollars that have
often kept Brownsville in the past century.
It is time to stop the shortsighted and fastbuck mentality that is hurting our future economy--local and tourist--and environment.
What better work for the new commissioner
on the TCEQ than to protect the city’s environment by working against the West Loop Toll
Road, or any road on the former railroad bed.
Ruth E. Wagner
Brownsville

The Collegian
Online Poll

Poll Results
Do you think
UTB/TSC
should host
Halloween
Extravaganza?

What do you
prefer to do
on weekend
nights?

Tell us what you
think!

Go to:
blue.utb.edu/collegian

Source: polldaddy.com

In response to The Collegian Online’s poll question:

ViaWeb: “Do you think UTB/TSC should host Halloween Extravaganza?”
“I think that
Halloween
Extrava
-ganza
is good
for the
students
to, maybe,
distract
themselves
be too stressed for

or not
classes.”
Mayra Escobedo
Sophomore nursing major

--Compiled
by
Deidre
Chaisson
--Photos by Manny Reyna

I was so excited about
Halloween Extravaganza.
I don’t know who, but
someone should definitely
host it. This is the one
event I look forward to
every year.
Panchis Montoya

I
think
Halloween
Extravaganza should not
have been canceled. It
provided the Brownsville
community with a fun and
safe environment for children
to celebrate Halloween.
Mayra Cardenas

Do you have a scary on campus ghost story?
email The Collegian at
collegian@utb.edu
or call Graciela Salazar at 882-5127

If you would like your comments published in
The Collegian, visit blue.utb.edu/collegian and
comment on the weekly poll. Comments will be
subject to editing.

Letters to the Editor

Letters must include the name, classification
and phone number of the author or the letter
cannot be published. Opinions expressed in
The Collegian are those of writers and do not
necessarily reflect the views of The Collegian or
UTB/TSC administrators. The editor reserves the
right to edit the letters. Letters for The Collegian
can be sent to collegian@utb.edu.
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Residents still opposed to West Parkway Project
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Brownsville residents continue to voice
their concerns regarding the proposed West
Parkway Project, despite an enhanced design
that includes more landscaping.
The proposed West Parkway Project is a
by-product of the West Rail relocation project.
The West Rail track will be built out toward
Olmito and Rancho Viejo, curve toward
Military Highway 281 and toward the B&M
Bridge. This will leave an 8-mile-long, 100foot-wide stretch of track that runs from the
B&M Bridge to the 77 Flea Market.
The CCRMA has proposed building a tolled
four-lane controlled-access roadway where
the Union Pacific track now lies. It would
have interchanges and connections at strategic
locations and grade separated intersections
for limited streets crossings, according to The
Collegian’s archives.
Richard Ridings, a general engineer
consultant for the Cameron County Regional
Mobility Authority, presented a new design of
the project during last Tuesday’s Brownsville
City Commission meeting.
The CCRMA is planning to build a wall
to buffer noise for adjacent properties, plus
bicycle lanes, pedestrian paths and sidewalks.
Some of the suggestions made by residents
in public meetings, including “significantly
increasing the landscaping on the project in

terms of planting trees, vine-covered walls,
heavy shrubs and ornamental grasses adjacent
to the roadway,” are now in the design, Ridings
said.
He said the project will cost $160 million
and will be funded through the federal gasoline
tax, state gas tax, the state mobility fund-which includes fees collected from motor
vehicle and driver’s licenses--local general
obligation bonds paid through property tax
and toll revenue bonds paid by those who use
the parkway.
The CCRMA was created in 2004 to provide
local control for transportation projects and to
manage the development of transportation
infrastructure to address identified needs. Its
mission is to make significant contributions
to the region’s quality of life by providing
effective, accelerated mobility improvements
that will encourage economic development
and job creation in South Texas from borders
to beaches, according to the authority’s Web
site, www.cameroncountyrma.org
Resident Mary Elizabeth Hallman, who
lives in West Brownsville, said the funding
will not only be provided by state and federal
taxes.
“Going to these meetings, I found out that
it will not be funded 100 percent by bonds or
the tollway,” Hallman said. “That will only be
a portion of the funding, the rest of the funding
will come from state and federal monies.”
UTB/TSC engineering Associate Professor

Protesters hit free-trade agreement
Reprinted from The Collegian Online

By Julianna Sosa
Collegian Editor
More than 15 TRW Automotive employees
and United Auto Workers members protested
Tuesday against the NorthAmerican Free Trade
Agreement near the Veterans International
Bridge at Los Tomates in Brownsville.
Protesters marched across the intersection
of University Boulevard and U.S. Hwy. 77
carrying posters with slogans such as, “Free
trade is not fair trade” and “I’m hungry, stop
NAFTA.”
TRW Automotive is one of the world’s
largest automotive suppliers, according to
its Web site and employs 61,000 people
worldwide.
The demonstration was part of a movement
among TRW employees and UAW members
in coordination with the Coalition for Justice
in the Maquiladoras that began along the
U.S.-Canada border and ended along the U.S.Mexico border.
Altanett Williams, a member of the United
Auto Workers union and an employee of the
General Motors parts division for 32 years,
said she disagrees with the way automakers
and the federal government are operating

under NAFTA.
“None of the
workers,
either
from the United
States or Mexico,
is
benefiting
from
NAFTA,”
Williams
said.
“The government
is benefiting from
NAFTA and the
companies
are
Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian
benefiting
from
Protesters from Michigan
demonstrate against the NAFTA.”
North American Free Trade
She
said
Agreement on Tuesday near automakers
are
the Veterans International exploiting foreign
Bridge at Los Tomates.
workers as well as
U.S. employees.
“It’s going to affect all our jobs because
[automakers are] leaving the United States,
going to Mexico, leaving Mexico, going to
Taiwan,” Williams said. “It’s just a continual
bidding against each other, one country against
the other country. While they try to find the
lowest wages, they go into these countries
with a lot of promises but they are not doing
• See ‘Protest,’ Page 10

Lewis Osorio/Collegian

Richard Ridings, a general engineer consultant for
the Cameron County Regional Mobility Authority,
gives a presentation on the West Parkway during
Tuesday’s Brownsville City Commission meeting.

William M. Berg, who also lives in West
Brownsville, opposes construction of the
tollway.
“We feel that this road is going to trash a
whole group of neighborhoods,” Berg said.
“Not one city or urban planner that we have
spoken to and heard has said that this is good
for the neighborhoods in Brownsville.”
District 4 Commissioner Edward Camarillo
and District 2 Commissioner Charlie Atkinson
asked who owns the land on which the
parkway will be built.
Camarillo asked for the property deeds,
saying there has not been a clear answer on
who owns the land.
“The land currently belongs to Union Pacific
Railroad; it is private, it is owned by them,”
Ridings told the commission. “CCRMA,
Cameron County, has an agreement with

Union Pacific that they would construct and
provide the right of way for the West Railroad
relocation to remove those train tracks, move
the train over to the west railroad relocation and
then that land would become the responsibility
of Cameron County, CCRMA.”
Ridings said Cameron County has
experienced growth at a rapid rate of 222
percent within the last 35 years and that the
project is a response to increasing traffic.
“The West Parkway Project would
redirect traffic out of your neighborhoods
and alleviate heavy congestion, especially in
key intersections,” according to a CCRMA
information pamphlet.
However, Commissioner At-Large “A”
Anthony P. Troiani did not agree with the
traffic solution.
“You are only talking about an 8-mile
stretch of highway, that’s it,” Troiani said. “I
mean, you’ve got a very limited usage of that
space, you are not really moving people out of
the area. You are just kind of diverting them a
few miles north, that’s what I see. I think you
are setting up a recipe for more congestion.
Everyone is going to download from [the]
Olmito ramp and you are going to be stuck
there.”
Another presentation and public comment
session on the West Parkway Project will
be conducted at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday at the
Amigoland Event Center, located at 1010
Mexico Blvd.

Fashioning a professional environment
By David Boon
Staff Writer
Appearances play an important role in
creating a professional workplace.
And in order to help female students,
faculty and staff dress for success, the Applied
Business Technology Department sponsored
the first annual Professional Wear Exchange
brown bag luncheon, held Wednesday in
Salon Cassia.
“A few of us women got together and had
the same idea of promoting professional
wear awareness,” said Emma Cerbin-Garcia,
assistant director of Admissions.
The idea sprang from Raquel Vasquez,
a secretary in the Biological Sciences
Department. After seeing a similar activity
done on television a month ago, she helped
form a committee that would promote
professionalism in the workplace. Also on
the committee are Beatriz Castillo, chair
of Applied Business Technology; CerbinGarcia; Hilda Flores, a program coordinator
with Applied Business Technology; Graciela
Flores, an accounting technology clerk with
Applied Business Technology; Juana Urbano,
an administrative assistant with Marketing
and Communication; and Norma Rodriguez,

a s s i s t a n t
director of Web
Communications.
The
event
included
a
presentation
by
Castillo, a small
fashion
show
and an accessory
exchange.
Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian
“What
does
Biological
Sciences
a
woman’s Laboratory Coordinator Alma
a p p e a r a n c e De los Santos contemplates
show
about the exchange of two items
her?”
Castillo Wednesday during the first
asked
during annual Professional Wear
the presentation. Exchange in the Education
“Well, first of all, and Business Complex’s
it shows respect. Salon Cassia.
It shows respect
upon
yourself
because you actually took the time to put the
clothing together as to what you are going to
wear that day. And it also shows respect to
other people, because when they see that you
actually took the time, that says a lot about
you.”
• See ‘Exchange,’ Page 8

Have you ever thought about writing a letter to the editor but were too lazy?
Is there something happening on campus that rubs you the wrong way?

If so...

Join Craig live every Saturday
morning from 8 to 10 a.m.
at the Four Corners
Restaurant for the
“Coffee With Craig” show!
Send your rantings to Coffee-With-Craig@live.com
or show up and sound off to Craig face-to-face!

Tune in at scorpionradio.com
For more information, visit scorpionradio.com or e-mail Craig at stingradio@utb.edu

www.scorpionradio.com
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’Scopes

By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor

Aries (March 21-April 19): From
the kings of England to the hounds
of Hell, no one escapes the clutch of
midterms, no one! So be sure to get
a good night’s rest beforehand and
avoid cramming everything until the
last second.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): A
going bird that flies away, a candle’s
fickle flame, to think that essay was
due today and not tomorrow as you
had originally planned … well,
that’s quite a pickle, isn’t it?
Gemini (May 21-June 21):
Relationships
with
spouses,
boyfriends/girlfriends, friends and
family may sometimes experience
a communication breakdown. In
these turbulent times, it’s sometimes
good to sacrifice the “I” for the “we”
and reach a compromise with each
other.
Cancer (June 22-July 22): No
one said it was easy to wake up,
look at the mirror and tell yourself
that you are a person of worth. Try
harder to do that this week and
you’ll see results soon enough.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): If you’ve
got friends in low places, don’t
forget that you, too, may have been
in those low places at one time. Stick
out a helping hand and fish them out
of their rut.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): No
matter how serious that proposal
was, or how much into you that
person seemed to be, remember
that it’s not official unless it’s on

Facebook.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): Walking
on the razor’s edge and pushing it to
the limit have, strangely enough,
their own limits. Cross them and
there might be no end to the trouble
you may find yourself in.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Sweet
berries, Fort Brown ghosts are no
different than you. They have their
stories and you have yours. Stop by
Gorgas Hall, or South Hall or pretty
much anywhere on campus and you
can share your tales with them.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Hearing tribal chants at work may
earn you strange stares from friends
and co-workers. But keep at it; it’s
important to stand out. Just be sure
to pay that tribe its royalties.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
The world is spinning too fast
for you this week, so try and get
yourself some lead shoes to keep
your feet stuck firmly to the ground
as we reach the halfway point of
Fall 2009.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19):
If you feel trapped inside a heartshaped box this week due to
complications with a relationship,
remember that if it’s harmful for
you, you have the right and the duty
to say, “Hey! Wait!” and break the
thing off.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20):
Sometimes, the thing we hate the
most about someone is how they
make us love them. This week,
attempt to turn that hate-to-love into
a love-to-love situation and you’ll
have a much better week.

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Host Jose Frank Orozco does a split for the audience during the seventh annual Noche
De Estrellas talent show, held Thursday night in the SET- B Lecture Hall. Also shown is
co-host Graciela Salazar.

Noche

Continued from Page 1

very surprised,” Benavides said.
“I wasn’t expecting it was me. I
actually made a face … [because] I
didn’t even hear my name.”
Benavides said she was unsure
of what song she would sing;
however, this particular song came
from the heart.
“I dedicated it to my father
that passed away four years ago
and to my nephew who passed
away a year ago,” she said. “That
song always brings very beautiful
memories to me.”
Judging
was
based
on
appearance, stage presence, degree
of difficulty, voice and tone quality,
choreography and creativity. The
criterions were scored on a scale of
zero to four by three student judges:
Eva Durán, a junior communication
major; Alfonso Gonzalez, a senior
music education major; and Jose

Luis Barba, a member of the Music
Club.
Gonzalez highlighted a factor
that he was looking for in the
evening’s acts.
“Whoever has the best stage
presence; stage presence really
counts a lot and how they connect
with the audience,” Gonzalez said.
This year, a new award was
presented to audience members
who showed the most support and
cheered loudest. The fans for the
band Straver won the award for
their enthusiastic support. The fans
joined the band on stage during
their second song and ran across
the lecture hall’s floor with a large
banner before the show began and
during the band’s performance.
The stage became home to 12 acts
ranging from singer/songwriters, to
a disc jokey. An audience of about
250 students watched the multitude
of performances.
Angie Marr opened the show

with her guitar in hand and
performed “I Want,” an original
piece describing Marr’s feelings
toward current events.
“Everything that is going on
in the world, we need to stay
conscious and know that this is
what is going on,” Marr said. “We
should want to make a difference.”
Mathew D. Freeth performed the
only comedy act for the evening
and successfully got laughs from
the audience with his impromptu
act about his sister Jenna, whose
struggle with math incurs the wrath
of her tutor, Smeagol, a character
from The Lord of the Rings.
DJ Morrison closed the
evening’s acts with his 10-minutelong, progressive minimal set
titled “Black Sunshine.” As the
audience began to talk toward
the latter part of the performance,
Salazar informed the DJ to end the
performance as the judges entered
into deliberation.
While the scores were being
tallied, Orozco performed “Doctor
Psiquiatra” by Gloria Trevi as
he broke away from the plastic
restraints two members of the
Sigma Si Delta sorority had tied to
his wrists.
Aragelia Salazar, an international
student specialist and coordinator
for Noche de Estrellas, said the
show was unique due to the variety
of performances. Although a few
artists had to push through technical
difficulties with the microphones,
Salazar said it went well.
“It was a talent show different
from previous years,” Salazar said.
“It was a pretty good turnout.”

Alex says,

“Come celebrate
the REK!”

When: October 14
Where: REK Center
Time: 5 - 10 p.m.

Tournaments
6:15 - 10 p.m.
•
•
•
•

Racquetball
3-on-3 basketball
3-point shoot-out
Pington

Help us celebrate the
Grand Opening of the REK

Wednesday, October 14
11 a.m. - Noon

Special Event: Fitness Sampler
5:15 - 6 p.m.
Join us on Court 1 for our
largest group fitness class ever!

Help us break our daily
attendance record!
Let’s get 2,000 attendees!
Present your Sting ID for a prize!*
*While supplies last.

...let’s pack the HOUSE!
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G e o p o l i t i c a l fo r e c a s t e r t o s p e a k h e r e
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
Political scientist and author George
Friedman will speak at UTB/TSC’s 11th
annual Distinguished Lecture Series
Tuesday.
Friedman is the author of “The Next 100
Years: A Forecast for the 21st Century,”
which will be the topic of his lecture. He
is also the founder of Stratfor, an Austinbased private intelligence firm. He received
a bachelor’s degree in political science
from the City College of New York and
a doctorate in government from Cornell
University.
The lecture series’ purpose is to raise
funds for The President’s Circle, which is
the university’s annual fund.
“The money raised for the annual fund

goes to students,
scholarships,
programs, areas
that state funds
aren’t able to
cover,”
said
Veronica Garcia,
program director
of
Alumni
George Friedman
Relations.
Friedman will address students at 10 a.m.
Tuesday in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
Admission is free, but students must
present their UTB/TSC ID.
He will also speak at 7 p.m. in the SETB Lecture Hall. Tickets for this lecture
are $150, which includes admission to the
post-lecture reception. Sponsor tickets are
$250 per person and the sponsors will take
photographs with Friedman.

Exchange

Continued from Page 5

Participating in the mini-fashion show were the members of the
committee. The women modeled a professional outfit, disappeared for a
moment and presented the same outfit--in a business casual variation.
“I thought it was very informative, very educational as far as what you
can and cannot wear, what is appropriate in the workplace,” said junior
biology major Cinthia Blanco. “It was a really good show.”
In order to participate in the accessory exchange, the women first
brought in a used, but still presentable, accessory, such as a belt or a pair
of earrings. After trading in their items for a ticket, they were allowed to
turn their tickets in for another item.
“It’s a very beneficial event for those of us that work here, because
we can see and share opinions over our wardrobe and change, if we see
the changes in fashion, combine colors, and always be appropriate for
work,” Sara Montes of Instructional Technology said in Spanish.
About 15 people attended. More than 200 accessories were offered
for exchange.

“There will be a pre-reception, which
is for the sponsors, then the lecture itself,
and after the lecture there will be a postreception for all the guests at the SET-B
courtyard,” Garcia said.
At the evening lecture, the Barnes &
Noble Bookstore will sell Friedman’s
books, including “America’s Secret War,”
“The Intelligence Edge” and “The Future
of War,” plus “The Next 100 Years.”
Also, the winners of an essay contest
conducted in conjunction with the event,
will be announced at the 10 a.m. lecture.
The topic of the essay is “Why I think
Nations Go to War.”
“The essay competition is 1,000 words
or less and the lecturer chooses the topic,”
Garcia said. “We establish a panel of
[faculty] judges here at UTB that volunteer
to read through all the letters that we

receive and they narrow it down to the top
10, but this year we had an abundance of
essays, we broke our record.”
As a result, the essays this year will be
narrowed down to the top 15.
Last year, the judges received more than
320 essays, but this year, more than 500
essays were turned in. The top 15 essays
will be given to Friedman and he will select
the first-, second- and third-place winners,
Garcia said.
The winners will receive $250, $200 and
$150.
For more information, or to purchase
tickets for the 7 p.m. lecture, call the UTB/
TSC Office of Development at (956) 8824327.

Remembering
domestic
violence victims
Juanita H. Medina and Paula L. Saldana, of Planned
Parenthood, light a candle for each of the 136 women in Texas
who died in 2008 as a result of domestic violence during the
11th annual Candlelight Vigil, held Thursday at Christ the King
Catholic Church in Brownsville. The event was sponsored by
Friendship of Women Inc., a center for the prevention of family
violence and sexual assault. Dozens of people attended the
vigil.

Lewis Osorio/Collegian
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Bulldogs and wildcats and steers, oh my
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor

Manny Reyna/Collegian

Scorpion outside hitter Arlene Arraes Ferreira attempts to block the ball as teammates
anxiously look on during a game against Wiley College on Oct. 2 in the Manuel B. Garza
Gym. The Scorpions defeated the Wildcats 3-0.

Spor ts shor ts!

Unforgiving
accuracy.
Mechanical precision. Fluid
athleticism. Poetry in motion.
All of the above are phrases that
could be used to describe the UTB/
TSC Volleyball Team’s rout of Red
River Athletic Conference rivals
Wiley College, Jarvis Christian
College and Texas College in the
Oct. 2-3 conference games.
In the first match Oct. 2, the
Scorpions (18-1 overall, 6-0
RRAC) overpowered the Wiley
College Wildcats (11-3, 6-1
RRAC), who were leading the
conference, in three games.
In the first game, Wiley showed
why it had been leading the Red
River conference, as the Wildcats
went neck and neck with the
Scorpions, who struggled to find
sure footing at first but managed
to overcome the Wildcats, 25-22.
In the second game, it was
Wiley’s turn to start out slow,
with the Scorpions maintaining a
hefty lead until the last points of
the game, where a late Wiley rally
netted them a couple of points but
could not stop the Scorpions, as
they prevailed 25-14.
In the third game, Wiley held on
to an early lead before a streak of
points by the Scorpions put them
behind. If there’s a lesson to be
learned by our conference rivals, it
is that once you let UTB/TSC pick
up a good lead, it is not going to
let it go. Much like our namesake
Scorpions, a couple of stings
(that can be interpreted as aces or
kills in a volleyball match) inject
enough poison to slowly cripple
and defeat an opponent.
“That was a big game for us,”
Head Coach Todd Lowery said.
“We were ready for it and looking
forward to it and we wanted to kind
of come out and make a statement
to the whole conference, that we
were ready for them. I think we
did that, we struggled a little bit to

get going in Game 1 … but after
that we kind of got to them on
serve and we passed the ball very
well and got into our offense.”
And it was that same poison
that affected the Jarvis Christian
College Bulldogs (2-14, 0-6
RRAC) in the second match Oct.
2.
Watching the Scorpions play
was like watching an army
battalion execute near-perfect
battle drills, whereas watching the

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Scorpion middle blocker Miriele Gobbo
signs autographs for members of the
Eddie Lucio Jr. Middle School eighthgrade volleyball team after the Scorpions’
Oct. 3 victory against Texas College in the
Manuel B. Garza Gym.

Bulldogs play was like watching a
train wreck.
In a quick match that began an
hour after the match against Wiley
ended, the Scorpions simply
flattened the Hawkins team,
keeping them in single digits in
three sets, 25-5, 25-9, 25-6.
“We came out and did what we
needed to do and took care of them
pretty quickly,” Lowery said.
Around a hundred fans attended
both games to cheer on the
Scorpions.
“The game is really good,”
said sophomore marketing major
Bianca Otero. “The girls seemed
to know what they’re doing and
Daia[narah Bracero] is really
kicking butt. … They’re doing
very good and … hopefully, they
make it to nationals.”
Siblings Oscar and Nelly Lira

were attending their first game at
Garza Gym.
“I love it, I think we have a
great team,” said Oscar Lira, a
junior history major. His sister,
who graduated in Spring 2008
with an English degree, said that
“these girls are just really amazing
and they deserve to be where they
are right now, because they’re just
the best of the best.”
The Scorpions were grateful for
the support of the fans.
“It’s really good to play at home
… because we have all the people
supporting us,” said outside hitter
Arlene Ferreira, who dug, blocked
and killed with reckless abandon
throughout both games.
“I was so surprised with how
many people were here watching
us play,” said middle blocker
Judith Boel, who constantly
frustrated Wildcat and Bulldog
attacks. “[I was] excited to play
for so many people.”
However, the Scorpions are not
quite finished with conference just
yet.
“We just got to keep working,”
Lowery said. “Wiley, I think,
is a better team than what we
saw tonight, so we know we’re
going to have to play them and
Southwestern Assemblies of God
is right there with Wiley. So,
we still got some hurdles in the
road, we got to stay focused and
continue to get better.”
Boel hopes to “keep winning
and play a good conference
tournament and then advance to
the national tournament and do
our best there and play on the last
Saturday. That’s our goal.”
On Oct. 3, the Scorpions routed
the Texas College Steers 3-0.
The team also played this
weekend against the Texas
Wesleyan University Rams (911, 3-2 RRAC) and Southwestern
Assemblies of God (16-2, 41 RRAC). Results were not
available at press time.

Flag football winners

In the Campus Recreation Intramural Sports Program, the Most Wanted co-rec flag
football team defeated Team Blitz 36-32 Thursday night at the REK Center field to win the
co-rec championship.
In the men’s final, The Most Wanted men’s team defeated the Outlawz, 20-12.
In the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics, the UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer
Team continued its winning streak Thursday, as it defeated the University of the Southwest
Mustangs 2-0 at their home field in Hobbs, N.M.
The Scorpions are now 8-0-1 for the season (2-0 RRAC) and the Mustangs drop to 6-7
(0-3 RRAC).
Midfielder Fredrik Ekvall was recognized as Red River Athletic Conference offensive
player of the week, an honor he shared with Huston-Tillotson’s forward Oumar Dijba.
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team earned its first conference win after blanking the
University of the Southwest, 3-0.
The team is now 4-3-2 for the season (1-0-1 RRAC), and the Mustangs are now 7-3 (2-1
RRAC).
The Scorpion golf teams recently returned from the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor
Fall Invitational, where the men’s team placed second, a scant stroke behind Tyler Junior
College. The women’s team finished 10th in a field of 16.
Leading the men’s team was senior Brock Crosson, with 143. Crystal Garza led the
women’s team, with 177.
--Compiled by Hugo E. Rodríguez

Hugo E. Rodríguez/Collegian Photos

This week in the Scorpion Nation
Date		

Team		

Opponent		

Thursday
Soccer (M)
Texas College*
Thursday
Soccer (W)  
Texas College*
Saturday
Soccer (M)
Bacone College*
Saturday
Soccer (W)
Bacone College*
*Red River Athletic Conference Game

Location

Time

      REK Center Field          1 p.m.    
      REK Center Field
3 p.m.
      REK Center Field
1 p.m.
      REK Center Field
3 p.m.

Members of the Most Wanted Co-Rec and Men’s flag football teams proudly display their trophies after winning
the co-rec and men’s division championships Thursday night. ABOVE: Eileen Pineda (kneeling, from left),
Gaby Maraboto, Ashley Martinez and Amanda Anzaldua. Standing: Trent Midby, Alex Lucio, Freddy Blanco,
Jaime San Miguel, Eddie Lozano and Andy Hernandez. BELOW: Alex Lucio (kneeling), Jaime San Miguel,
Eddie Lozano and Pablo Sanchez. Standing: Trent Midby, Justin Shull, Andy Hernandez, Freddy Blanco, Tony
Saavedra and Raul Maraboto.
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375 Media Luna Rd.
Brownsville, TX 78521

children, and $5 for UTB/TSC students with
a valid ID. For more information, call 8827025.
10th annual 5K Run/Walk
UTB/TSC’s 10th annual 5K Run/Walk &
1-Mile Run/Walk will take place Saturday at
the Garza Gym Annex. The 5K race will start
at 7:30 a.m. and two to three races of the 1Mile race will follow around 8:30 a.m. There
are 48 divisions for individuals and several
team awards for school groups, community
organizations and UTB/TSC departments. For
more information, go to http://blue.utb.edu/
stems/ to retrieve an application or call Javier
Garcia at 882-5058. The first 300 registrants
will receive a free T-shirt.

Protest

Continued from Page 5

PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com

anything to uplift the residents of these
countries and we need to puta stop to it.”
NAFTA is a trade agreement made among
the United States, Canada and Mexico that
enables these countries to trade goods and
services freely. According to the Office of
the U.S. Trade Representative Web site, the
agreement was implemented on Jan. 1, 1994,
creating the world’s largest free-trade area.
In 2008, U.S. goods exports totaled $412
billion. Auto parts and machinery are among
the top U.S. exports; this includes categories
such as machinery, $63.5 billion; vehicles
(parts), $59.5 billion; electrical machinery,
$49.2 billion; mineral fuel and oil, $27.9
billion; and plastic, $22.3 billion, the Web site
states.
Martha Ojeda, executive director of the
Coalition for Justice in the Maquiladoras, said

Make a Difference Day
The Civic Engagement Scholars will
mark national Make a Difference Day with
a Halloween Fair for the Buena Vida community from 1 to 4 p.m. Oct. 24 outside the
Compassion Center, located at the corner
of 14th and Miraflores streets. There will
be games, treat stations, safety, health and
craft tables, among other activities. UTB/
TSC students interested in volunteering for
the event may call 882-4303 or send an email to scholars@civicengagement.com.
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
If you would like your organization or
department news published in The Collegian’s Briefs section, call Deidre Chaisson
at 882-5116 or send her an e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.

the free-trade policy needs to change.
“Over there, these corporations supposedly,
they went to give jobs to Mexico because of
the free trade, but now the guys in Mexico
are worse [off] than us because they don’t
have severance payments, they don’t have
unemployment, they don’t have anything
and these companies [are] just for the freetrade policies,” Ojeda said. “So, we don’t
want these free-trade policies, we want fair
trade. We understand that trade is needed for
every country but trade, it should be in another
perspective.”
CJM is a nonprofit, grass-roots coalition
composed of religious, labor, environmental,
community and women’s organizations in
Mexico, the United States, Canada and the
Dominican Republic, according to its Web
site.
Protesters also demonstrated Oct. 5 at the
Hidalgo International Bridge, located between
Reynosa and McAllen.

1025 Wildrose Ln.
Brownsville, TX 78520

• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
• Pap Smears
• STD Screenings
• Clinical Breast Exam

PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com

• We accept Medicaid, Texas Women’s Health
Program, and Private Insurance.
ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Brownsville | 370 Old Port Isabel Rd.
956-546-4571

Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers
and receive $15 off medical services received.

--------------------------

Present this coupon and your
Student ID for a Student Discount!

Brownsville Southmost | 5636 Southmost Rd.
Ste. A | 956-544-2723

--------------------------

GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!

Raymondville | 112 S. 1st Street
689-5585

--------------------------

Harlingen | El Mercado Mall
423-8584

Call to schedule an appointment!

Expiration Date: 12/31/09
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Estudiante Se aprueba licenciatura en traducción
de hoy

Luciana Morales/Collegian

Nombre: Jeremiah Garza
Edad: 19 años
Ciudad Natal: Dallas
Promedio: 3.9
Especialidad: Literatura creativa
Clasificación: Estudiante de segundo año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 2012
Reconocimientos: Lista del Decano, Otoño
2008; Lista de la Rectora, Primavera 2009
Pasatiempos: “Tocar música es mi
pasatiempo favorito. Toco diferentes
instrumentos”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Estoy
en el equipo de adoración en Burning Man
Ministries, estoy en la banda”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “No sería
detrás de un escritorio. Supongo que sería
viajar como orador y escritor, o como
músico. [Planeo] ser músico y escribir
canciones, cosas así—me veo viajando
mucho”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Quiero aprender
tanto como pueda aquí, en la universidad.
Quiero prepararme y madurar, usar mis
habilidades para Dios, para trabajar en el
clero”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Estaré
casado, con un trabajo estable y con
niños”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande? “La
vida es un reto, todo es igual”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Algo
que realmente aprecio de la universidad
es la arquitectura, creo que es muy
importante... aumenta la cultura. También
me gusta la escuela de música, no [formo
parte] pero la aprecio”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes
de nuevo ingreso? “Sean humildes
y consigan tanta ayuda como les sea
posible”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los estudiantes
para estudiar antes de un examen?
“Estudien por partes y no se abrumen.
Concéntrense más en aprender, que en
[obtener buenas] calificaciones”.
Anécdota: “Después de presenciar
la graduación de mi hermano en el
campamento de entrenamiento de reclutas
de la naval en Chicago, tuve que apurarme
para llegar a mi clase de historia. Así
que, un día viajamos por carretera y al
día siguiente regresé por avión y llegué
tarde. Sólo era una clase por semana y si
la perdía, perdía la semana entera antes de
un examen. Cuando llegué y vi el salón
todavía estaba moviéndose, era como si
el piso fuera de agua y todo se moviera,
como si siguiera en el avión. Sin embargo,
el profesor estaba orgulloso porque pude
llegar, aunque al principio parecía que
había llegado extremadamente tarde sin
razón”.
--Recopilado por Luciana Morales

Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español

UTB/TSC es la primera universidad
en Texas en ofrecer una licenciatura en
traducción e interpretación en lengua
española.
El Consejo de Educación Superior de
Texas (Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board) aprobó la licenciatura en septiembre
y entró en vigor en Otoño 2009.
José Dávila-Montes, director de la oficina
de Traducción e Interpretación y profesor en
el departamento de Lenguas Modernas, dijo
que la primera generación de estudiantes de
esta carrera se graduará en diciembre.
Dávila-Montes explicó el objetivo de la
licenciatura.
“Es de formar profesionales altamente
capacitados y calificados para una guía
profesional que requiere muchos años de
formación y una sensibilidad que va más allá
del simple manejo de las lenguas”, comentó.
Dávila-Montes dijo que en Texas no existe
otra universidad que ofrezca una licenciatura
en traducción e interpretación en lengua
española.
“El que seamos nosotros los primeros del
estado es, desde luego, un orgullo”, expresó
Dávila-Montes. “Pero es que no podía ser de
otra forma, teníamos que ser nosotros”.
Dania López-García, jefa del departamento
de Lenguas Modernas, dijo que es un honor
tener esta licenciatura.
“Es obviamente algo que necesitamos”,
señaló López-García. “Va a ser el único en
Texas y hay pocos… en la nación. Es algo
muy importante”.
Indicó que la licenciatura será muy útil.
“No tan sólo para los estudiantes que están
aquí, pero para atraer estudiantes de fuera
también”, mencionó López-García. “Es
una disciplina que está en mucha demanda
actualmente y siempre es de mucho beneficio
para los estudiantes tener estas habilidades
de traducción e interpretación”.
Según estadísticas del Occupational
Outlook
Handbook
2008-09
del
Departamento del Trabajo de los EEUU,
incrementarán los empleos para las carreras
de traducción e interpretación.
“Está pronosticado que los empleos para

los intérpretes y traductores incrementarán
24 por ciento del 2006-16, mucho más rápido
que el promedio para otras carreras”, citaba
el comunicado.
Según la página de Internet del
Departamento de Trabajo, en el 2006
los intérpretes y traductores ganaron un
promedio de $17.10 por hora.
Ivy Prince, estudiante de español y
también de traducción e interpretación
en lengua española de último año, dijo
que la universidad se beneficiará con este
programa.
“Sobre todo porque estamos en el Valle
[del Río Grande] y ya sabemos los dos
idiomas, la mayoría de la gente”, expresó
Prince. “Tenemos muy buen español, muy
buen inglés; y no es fácil, la traducción e
interpretación no es nada fácil. … Es difícil
y es muy interesante y padrísima la carrera”.
Ivan Torres, estudiante de traducción e
interpretación en lengua española de segundo
año, dijo estar contento con la creación de la
licenciatura.
“Desde hacia varios semestres se estaba
anunciando esto y me parece muy bien que
ya exista la carrera de traducción”, platicó
Torres. “Desde hace mucho esperábamos
que ocurriera, pero el anuncio no se [hizo]
oficial hasta hace poco”.
Torres comentó cómo fue que se interesó
por la traducción e interpretación.
“Empezó como un pasatiempo”, explicó.
“Pero me di cuenta que tenía una capacidad
en los idiomas, así que decidí que esta carrera
sería la que mejor resultados daría para mí”.
Algunas de las clases que incluye el
plan de estudios son: traducción legal,
tecnologías de la traducción, traducción de
español-inglés, traducción de inglés-español,
traducción comercial, traducción financiera,
y traducción médica.
Plan de maestría
En otras noticias del departamento de
Lenguas Modernas, se ha recibido una beca
para implementar una maestría en traducción
e interpretación.
UTB/TSC recibió $299,566 para crear el
programa de maestría, se anunció por medio
de un comunicado de prensa de la Oficina de
Solomon P. Ortiz, representante del Congreso
de los Estados Unidos.

“Estoy muy, muy contenta con este nuevo
programa”, dijo López-García. “Sé que va
a tener mucho éxito. De nuevo, es uno de
esos programas que no hay, que también
necesitamos, y que va a atraer el interés de los
estudiantes de aquí, y creo que de alrededor de
la nación, y también internacionalmente”.
De momento se está desarrollando el
proyecto de maestría para que finalmente
sea aprobado por el Consejo de Educación
Superior de Texas.
La maestría será totalmente en línea
y algunos de los cursos ya se enseñan
porque forman parte del diplomado en
traductología.
Para mayores informes, ingresa a www.
utb-translation.org o manda un correo
electrónico a jose.davila@utb.edu.

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

José Dávila-Montes, director de la oficina de Traducción
e Interpretación y profesor en el departamento de
Lenguas Modernas, le explica una tarea a Iván Torres,
estudiante de traducción e interpretación en lengua
española de tercer año.

Medio de
transporte
alterno
Guillermo Zorrilla, estudiante
de negocios de primer año,
carga a Constanza Burciaga,
estudiante de biología de
primer año, mientras cruza la
calle Ringgold Road alrededor
de las 11 a.m. el miércoles,
una de las horas de mayor
tráfico en el campus de UTB/
TSC.
Luciana Morales/Collegian

¿Fantasmas en UTB/TSC?
Platícanos tu historia, manda un correo electrónico a collegian@utb.edu o llama al 882-5143 y pregunta por Graciela L. Salazar.
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